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WIDOW WONDERING
 
JOHN CAMPBELL 
Columbus, Georgia 
Poo r widows! Three out of four women su rvive their husbands. 
In some cultures remarriage is taboo. In other cultures the widow is 
(was) burned on the funeral pyre of her husband. Yet the word has 
made a major cont ribution to the language. The root sense of the word 
means I divided from. 1	 In card playing, a widow is an extra hand. In 
printing, a widow is a line separated from the rest of the text. The 
very poisonous black widow spider was so named because the female 
sometimes eats its -mate. See if you can match up the following phras­
es with their definitions.	 Answers can be found in Answers and Solu­
tions at the end of the issue. 
1. Widow 1 speak a.	 an evergreen shrub 
2. Widow I s walk b.	 an apparently inexhaustible supply 
3. Widow-maker c.	 a platform built onto the roof of a house 
4.	 Widow I smite d. a woman separated (per-manently or tempor­
arily) or divorced from her husband 
5.	 Grass widow e. named for the re semblance of its dark plum­
age to a widow' s clothing 
6.	 Widow1s cross f. a small contribution given freely from a pe r­
son who can scarcely afford it 
7.	 Widow's weeds g. the sea as a swallower of men, or anything
 
dange rous to a worke r I S health or life
 
8.	 Widow's cruse h. a tuft of hai r growing apart from the rest of 
the hai r on the head 
9.	 Widow finch 1. a V-shaped hairline in the middle of the fore­
head 
10.	 Widow's lock j. one widowed before the consummation of mar­
riage 
11.	 Virgin widow k. a young woman in a college town who date s 
students of successive classes year after year 
12. College widow l.	 mourning worn by a widow 
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